Chapter Review & Discussion after Chapter 1 Introduction—Lecture 2

(Some keywords have been boldfaced.)

1. What are the four or five different DEFINITIONS of “grammar”?  How are they different? 

2. What are the four TYPES of “grammar”? 

3. Why is it MORE LIKELY that people will say (a) THAN (b)? 

(a) “I learned a new word or I have learned some new words today” 

(b) “I learned a new sentence or some sentences today”
4. Can some animals learn to understand a few human words? 
5. Most experts will say that animals do NOT have language. 
(a) How is animal communication SIMILAR TO human language?  
(b) How are they DIFFERENT?

6. What do bees, spiders, crabs, and bird communicate about?  What methods do they use?  (Be specific about each species.) 

7. What important specific aspect of language do animal “languages” lack?

8. Does language control thoughts?  If your language has no word for XXX, can you still think about XXX? 

9. What was Newspeak?  (Describe it.) 

10. What languages can babies learn?  How do they do it? 
